
 

 

 

Church Conference 

Thursday, November 18 
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Community Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 24 

7:00 pm 

Otterbein United Methodist Church 

 
 

 

 

 

JOIN US ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 

FOR OUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION PARTY 

(details to follow) 
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Greetings on this mid-October Day!   

It was 45 degrees this morning, so it felt like fall!  As I have 

told you before, this is my favorite time of year.  Moreover, my 

favorite holiday of the year Thanksgiving occurs during the fall 

season. 

I love this time of year because Thanksgiving is not built up 

like Christmas.  Yes, Christmas is the celebration of the birth of our 

Lord, and that is so very important.  Without Christmas, there would 

be no Easter, the ultimate purpose of saving mankind.  Thanksgiving 

is so simple, it is the time that we pause for a day or two and give 

thanks.  How important that is.  Friends, I know this has been a tough 

twenty months of time.  Covid has been a hard season.  Nevertheless, 

on the good side, Covid has caused us to also slow down and look at 

our lives.  We have had to stay home more, isolate ourselves more, and 

turn to private intercession with God so much more.  We have focused 

on family and friends more, and our time has been spent in more 

intimate conversation time with others; not a bad thing at all.  Our God 

can turn any situation into good, so we can look on the bright side 

even as far as Covid goes.  In addition, we can all be thankful for the 

homes we have, our families, the food we eat, and the good health that 

almost all of us share.  For this I say, it is so important to celebrate the 

simplicity of Thanksgiving and pause and give thanks to God.  I pray 

that you can find the time in your busy lives to do that; to give God so 

much praise for all of our blessings.   

Now moving on to Christmas, what a joyous time it is, 

particularly if you can do the same as I suggested for Thanksgiving.  

Keep Christmas simple, focus on Jesus coming to earth, and focus on 

God becoming incarnate so that we have a Savior who is human and 

knows just what we are going through each and every day.   The word 

Immanuel means "God With Us", and we can and must celebrate this 

Holiday season, God with us!  Come to Church, join with family and 

friends for the special times and traditions that we honor each year.  

Please do not get caught up with all the hustle and bustle and financial 

onslaught of Christmas.  Let it be a simple time, and let our Savior 

come into your heart this year, and then give that gift of Christ in your 

life to others.  They will see that glow that you have, and they too will 

want to celebrate the gift of Christ saving the world at Christmas. 

Happy Thanksgiving, and Merry Christmas to each and every one of 

you!  Joyce and I love each and everyone of you and may the love of 

Christ be the gift that we give to you this Holiday Season.  Keep and 

Share the Faith! 

 

In Christ's love, 

 

Pastor Bruce 

 

 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Relda 

Stoops and family on the death of her husband, 

Dick Stoops.  Dick passed away Tuesday, 

October 12, 2021.  A memorial service was held 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 in Otterbein UM 

Church.   

 

 

 

 

Harvest Home Sunday is November 14.  We 

will be collecting non-perishable food items.  

Please bring to church on or before Sunday, 

November 14. 

 
 

 

 

Poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary 

this Christmas.  If you would like to 

sponsor one, please complete the order 

form which will be included in the 

worship bulletin on Sunday, November 

5.  Forms will also be available in the 

Lobby.  You have a choice of red or white at $7.00 each.  You may also 

order by calling the office at 423-5218.  The deadline to order is Sunday, 

November 21.  The flowers will be placed in the sanctuary on December 19.  

Put your order form and money in the offering plate or give to Loudenis. 


